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Four men were dispatched to 
Pueblo to get the more than 250 
Church members there, including 
sick detachments of the Mormon 
Battalion, to move toward Fort 
Laramie and follow the pioneers 
to the Rocky Mountains. 


Amasa Lyman, Thomas 
Woolsey, John H. Tippetts and 
Roswell Stevens left camp about 
11:15 a.m. They were accom- 
panied a short distance by 
Brigham and others who held a 
short meeting, knelt down and 
dedicated the four to God and 
blessed them. 


Many of the Mormons at Pue- 
blo followed in the wake of the 
advance pioneer company and 
entered the Salt Lake Valley just a 
few days behind them. 


In the early afternoon a violent 
storm arose. Rain and hail lashed 
the pioneers and lightning split the 
sky. The job of ferrying boats over 
the river was halted while the 
storm raged for more than two 
hours. 


Most of the horses already 
were across the river and were 
housed inside the abandoned Fort 
Platte near the pioneer crossing. 
Fort Laramie was about two miles 
from the ferry site. 


At 3:30 p.m. the storm ceased 
and once again wagons were 
boated across the river. By 5 p.m. 
all of the first division was over. 
The second division began and 
worked even faster, averaging a 
wagon every 11 minutes. 

But the storm broke out again 
at 7 p.m. and the pioneers were 
forced to give up for the night, 
leaving about 15 wagons on the 
north side of the Platte River. 


The company was up before 
dawn on Friday, June 4, and 
commenced ferrying wagons at 
4:40 a.m. and by 8 a.m. “the last 
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P.O. Box 1257 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84110 


Follow the pioneer 
trail trek... 


| 
You can enjoy the Mormon Trail stories 
appearing in the Church News and daily Deseret 
News more by following the historical progress | 
on the full-color map which appeared in the April l 
1, 1978, issue of the Church News. { 
The map has been enlarged to 24 by 38 inches and l 
is suitable for framing or laminating. i 
| 
! 
l 
l 
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Please send me ..... maps. Total amount enclosed .......... 


Send $2.00 (overseas: $3.25) which covers postage 
and handling. Make checks payable to Deseret 


News. City .. 
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The morning was cold, but pleas- 
ant, in the pioneer camp on the Platte 
river. Some of the brethren went 
across the flat to the Elkhorn to try 
their luck at fishing. 

President Brigham Young, Elder 
Ezra T. Benson and others resumed 
their westward journey early in the 
morning and.soon reached the Elk- 
horn, which they crossed on the ferry. 
Elders Heber C. Kimball, Newel K. 
Whitney, William Clayton and sev- 
eral others followed closely after, 
leaving the camp at 7:30 a. m. They 
reached the Elkhorn at 11:30-and haif 
an hour later they, too, had made a 
successful crossing. On the west side 
of the river they overtook President 


Young and his company and Elders| 


Orson Pratt, Wilford Woodruff, 
George A. Smith, Amasa M. Lyman 
and Erastus Snow, who had crossed 
the river the previous evening. The 
whole company then «traveled ` to- 
gether over the flat about 12 miles 
to the pioneer encampment, where 
they arrived about 5 p. m. and found 
the brethren busy with blacksmithing 
“|work and getting ready to continue 
the westward journey. 

“Thomas Bullock and the brethren 
with the extra teams, after crossing 


the company On the west side of the 
Elkhorr\_ While traveling over the 

7 the Platte Brother Bul- 
and that of George A. 


e river, also joined the balance of| 


Camp and Ferry at the Elkhorn 
(After an original drawing by Frederick Piercy, 1853.) 


Smith stuck in the mud, but by dou» 


each other, they finally got through|miles. 


President Young and those with 
bling teams and otherwise assisting|jhim had traveled this day about 20 


The distance from Winter 


and arrived at the pioneer camp at/Quarters to the camp on the Platte 


4:40 o'clock. 


was 47 miles, following 


trail from Winter Quarters to the 
Elkhorn river. 

In the evening Elder Jesse C. Lit- 
tle arrived in the pioneer camp from 
the eastern states. When he arrived 
at Winter Quarters and found that 
the twelve had left for the pioneer 
camp, he followed posthaste, leaving 
everything behind him. He gave the 
pioneers news from the branches of 
the church in the eastern states and] 
spoke of many friends in that part of 
the country, among whom was Colo- 
nel Thomas L. Kane, who had remem- 


\'|bered the quorum of the twelve and} 


some others by forwarding a variety} 
of little presents for them. Brother, 


camp. f 
7:40 p. m. President Young 
mounted the front of his wagon and 
called aloud: “Attention, the Camp 
of Israel!” The brethren assembled 
at his wagon and the president ad- 
dressed them in a short speech, in- 
structing them to take care of their 
teams and cease all music, dancing 
and light mindedness; he also ex- 
horted them to prayer and faitbful- 
ness and stated that the traders and 
missionaries were stirring up the In- 
dians to plunder the “Mormons” of 
their horses and goods. But if the 
brethren would be faithful and obey 
counsel, the president said, the Lord 
would bless them and they would pass 


the Indian 


through the country in safety... 


